
pancake 
breakfast

The Aluminium Falcons 
Pancake Breakfast event 
was an enormous success 
for Team 2168. Planned 
for many weeks, this event 
outperformed our 
expectations. Over a 
hundred people had a 
fantastic time socializing, 
watching our robot 
demonstrations, and 
enjoying a great breakfast. 
One of the most exciting 
events during the pancake 
breakfast was the raffle 
contest, where a few lucky 
ticket-buyers won some 
phenomenal baskets, 
prizes, and gift cards. We 
look forward to seeing you 
all there again next year!

other
events

On Team 2168, we always strive 
to give back to our community. 
We did this at the Sub Vets Care 
Packaging event, assisting military 
families by packaging boxes of 
candy, girl scout cookies, 
sunflower seeds, beef jerky, 
movies, and chapstick. These 
packages were sent to troops 
overseas to give them a piece of 
home while they are away from 
their loved ones during the 
holidays. On Saturday, December 
28, 2019, 15 students from Team 
2168 ranging from engineers to 
programmers traveled to the 
Groton Public Library to engage 
kids in robotics and STEM. During 
the workshop, team members 
worked with elementary and 
middle school students to pro-
gram Lego EV3 robots to follow 
a line using only motors and 
sensors. The workshop sampled 
what we do at our robotics camp 
every summer, and afterwards we 
demonstrated our 2019 
competition robot.

kickoff

On January 4, 2020 we held our 
annual Kickoff event. Kickoff 
takes place the first weekend of 
January. We are very busy during 
these two days, initially watch-
ing the game reveal trailer and 
reading the game manual to learn 
the rules and premise of the new 
game. We then spend the rest of 
the weekend discussing 
strategies and robot designs, then 
prototyping the robot. This year’s 
challenge is to shoot Dino-skin 
balls into three different ports. 
In the first 15 seconds of the 
match, the robot can only operate 
autonomously and must be 
programmed to move on its own. 
For the next two minutes and 15 
seconds, our drive team operates 
the robot to shoot balls and rotate 
a color wheel. For the last 30 
seconds of the match, the drive 
team operates the robot to hang 
off a generator switch that is 
suspended 6 feet in the air. Our 
team is looking forward to 
competing in this challenge at our 
first competition on March 6th!

rise against hunger
Last year, Team 2168 teamed up with Rise Against Hunger to 
package over 21,000 meals for countries in need, and this year, 
we had the privilege of working with them again, packaging 
over 27,000 meals. On December 21, 2019, over 50 volunteers 
including students and mentors from 2168, volunteers from our 
sponsor Pfizer, and veterans from Team Red White and Blue 
gathered at Fitch High School to not only put together these 
meals but to also donate 100 lbs of canned goods to the Groton 
Food Locker. The event, sponsored by Charter Oak, lasted for 
3 hours of hard work putting together, weighing, sealing, and 
packing bags of rice and soy meals to be shipped abroad. Since 
our beginnings in 2007, we have strived to create a better world, 
not only for STEM, but overall, and we are honored to be able to 
step closer to that goal in such an important way.

upcoming 
events

NE District SE Mass Event
March 6-8

ONT District Carleton
University Event

March 13-15


