
The first two weeks of 2168’s build 
season made for a particularly 
busy fortnight. As parent 
volunteers came in to help with the 
building of the practice field, the 
students split off to complete their 
respective jobs; Mechanical 
students brainstormed and students brainstormed and 
prototyped; CAD students 
provided the designs and 
specifications; Electrical held 
classes on the most effective way 
to power a 125 lb robot; and 
Marketing managed to confirm 
sponsorships and bring in sponsorships and bring in 
donations.

build season
w eeks 1 & 2

Every year FIRST releases their new 
challenge for teams to design and create 
a robot in 6 weeks. Kickoff is a two week 
event where we watch the game 
animation video and read through the rule 
book to ensure that we fully comprehend 
our task. This year, we were able to have 
KickoKickoff at our shop in the old Pleasant 
Valley Elementary School.

Our task this year is to fill two rockets and 
a cargo bay with cargo and cover the 
open hatches with panels. The first 15 
seconds of the match are called 
“sandstorm” and a blind will cover the 
driver’s view of the field. The robots can 
either be programmed for an 
“autonomous” mode, or they can be “autonomous” mode, or they can be 
driven with view from a live feed from the 
robot itself. At the end of each match, we 
can climb three different platforms. Level 
one has a ramp leading up to it, so any 
robot can drive onto it. Level two is six 
inches above that, and each team will 
have to create a way to lift their robots have to create a way to lift their robots 
from level one to level two. The robot also 
has the option to climb up to level three, 
which is 13 inches higher than level two.

2019 season
kickoff

Stephen, the team’s robot driver 
and member of the mechanical 
subteam, has been a valuable team 
member for 4 years. After finishing 
up his last year of high school and 
last FRC season, he plans on going 
to college for engineering, possibly 
aerospace engineering. He is still aerospace engineering. He is still 
looking for colleges, but robotics 
has helped him figure out what he 
wants to do. Being on an FRC team 
has taught him to take things more 
seriously and has changed his 
outlook on where hard work can get 
you. Stephenyou. Stephen’s most memorable 
moment on the team was winning 
IRI in 2018 and showing other FRC 
teams what we can do. “As the 
driver, it was a great experience, 
being on the front lines. FRC finally 
knew who 2168 was,” he says. His 
main goals for the 2019 season are main goals for the 2019 season are 
earning a spot on Einstein and 
teaching the team’s underclassmen 
how to be good leaders and how 
FIRST can change you as a 
person.

meet our
captain,
stephen

2168 rises against hunger
Hunger is a beast that hunts everyone, a gnawing drive to consume that is 
derived from humanity’s existence as entities subject to a world of entropy and 
inefficiency. Perhaps we can’t put the gluttonous dragon down, but we can do 
our best to drive it back. And it is that sentiment that lead us to host a Rise 
Against Hunger event at Robert E. Fitch Sr. High School on December 15th, 
2018. Backed by Charter Oak, assisted by the Kowalski family, and 
supplemented by four other teams, the Aluminum Falcons managed to 
package 21,680 meals that were shipped out to people in need. Over 100 package 21,680 meals that were shipped out to people in need. Over 100 
volunteers gathered in Fitch’s atrium to help package the meals. Members of 
the home team, 2168, raring to go; the CyberKnights of Southington, CT (195); 
the New London STEM Whalers (3719); Mechanical Advantage, coming down 
all the way from Littleton, MA, just so they could help out (6328); and the FLL 
team from Catherine Kolnalski Magnet School, the Lego Leaders; parents of 
students and mentors of the aforementioned teams. With the flags of several 
dozen countries hanging over their heads, the volunteers filled, sealed, and dozen countries hanging over their heads, the volunteers filled, sealed, and 
packed away. 

upcoming events

NE District SE Mass Event
March 8

FMA District Springside Chestnut
March 15

2019.3


