
On August 3rd, 2018 from 5-9pm, 
17 students and 3 mentors 

supported this annual community 
event called Groton City Day. While 
we were there, Martin Cloudas, the 
FRC 2168 Booster President and 
Team Mentor received city 2018 
Volunteer of theVolunteer of the Year. This event 
allows us to engage with people 
about STEM and we talked with 

numerous adults and students about 
FIRST and  FRC 2168 while 

distributing various info about each.  
Three robots were on display 

(Phoenix , Bruhhh, (Phoenix , Bruhhh, West Coast drive 
base) and being demonstrated.  The 
base drive was used for students 
with an interest in hands on 
operation of a robot.  We also 
promoted our STEM FLL summer 
camp. It was a great event for us to 
show what the community what we show what the community what we 

are about.

groton city
day and
fall 

festival

dinner w ith
2169, king tec
2169, King TeC from Savage MN, has 
won 44 awards over the years including 
the most prestigious award in FIRST 
Robotics, The Chairman’s Award at 
Regional and World Championship 
levels.  They have a large team with 
about 50 active students that support 
multiple levels of robotics (i.e., JrFLL, multiple levels of robotics (i.e., JrFLL, 
FLL, KTC and FTC) which logistically is 
an incredible feat. Over the years we 
have had several modest interactions 
with 2169 and knew they were a great 
team, but now we know why. They invited 

our team to a pasta dinner at 
Pizzapopolis in Greektown and even Pizzapopolis in Greektown and even 
provided the coach transportation. The 
bus was small, so we had to pile in. Even 
though we arrived at 10pm, they were 
open until midnight! The teams mingled 
and sat down to an excellent dinner and 
conversation exchanging ideas and 
experiences.experiences. There were lots of laughs 
and it didn’t take long for things to get 
loud. We enjoyed creating new 

friendships and a strong bond with 2169.

Throughout the year, we visit 
elementary schools to teach 
students about STEM and the 
ideas of FIRST. In May, Ten 
Aluminum Falcon students 
visited Catherine Kolnaski 
Elementary and supported a 
great evening of STEM by great evening of STEM by 

promoting the message of FIRST 
Robotics Competition (FRC) 
Robotics, and Team  2168. We 
also engaged with quite a few 
students, parents and teachers, 
by showing competition videos 
that provided literature for that provided literature for 

upcoming events such as the CT 
Robotics championship. At 

Northeast Academy Elementary, 
three 2168 students provided 
four presentations for Lego 

League level EV3 robots and the 
use of Mindstorm control use of Mindstorm control 

software. This was accompanied 
by our robot to approximately 
150 students. It was a very 
motivating event and NEA 

students were eager, engaging 
and asked many questions. 
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stem nights

our lego ev3 sumer camp
In August, 2168 hosted a summer camp for the youth in our town. It was aimed 
at grades 5-8 and we welcomed in 9 kids to the program. It ran for 5 day 
morning sessions, each day with a different theme. We had around 15 team 
members teach them the basics of EV3 Lego robots and how the skill they 
learned on this scale could be applied to our level and beyond. Most kids plan 
on joining robot themed clubs in school and returning to our camp next year.
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