
The Aluminum Falcons fought long and 
hard at the New England FIRST District 
Championship held at Boston University 
Agganis Arena.  Mechanical problems left 
us fighting to work our way from the 
bottom, ultimately ending qualification 
matches ranked 38 out of 64, and being matches ranked 38 out of 64, and being 
picked by the 7th seeded alliance of Team 
2170, Titanium Tomahawks, and Team 

1729, Team Inconceivable. Our alliance may 
have gone out in the quarterfinals but not 
until we put up a galant fight.  There was a 
lot for our team to gain from this experience 
and it didn’t go unnoticed as the Falcons and it didn’t go unnoticed as the Falcons 
were recognized as a standout team that 
“comes alive during the playoffs” getting to 
finals in 9 of 11 events and winning 8 of 
them over the past 3 years..  This success 
comes as a result of our team having the 
drive for getting to events early and staying 
until we are forced to leave.until we are forced to leave. This drives our 
development of our students critical thinking 
skills to fix issues or improve what we have.   
We remain positive, leaving this event with 
new lessons learned. Our mechanical team 
headed into worlds with a more focus than 
ever and the newer members of our team 
were able to see how a top tier team were able to see how a top tier team 

performs. Even with the early loss, our team 
finished ranked 15th out of 209 teams in 

New England a highly valued 
accomplishment that will be cherished for 

years to come.   
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The Aluminum Falcons were lucky to 
be able to host the 2018 Connecticut 
State Robotics Championship at Fitch 
High School on May 12th. We had the 
opportunity to work with our New England 
FIRST community to not only build a field, 
but get to show our own Groton community but get to show our own Groton community 
what robotics is really all about. Our 

students volunteered to run the concessions,
 serve food, and help guide people
 around the school instead of working
 in the pit. It was a great experience for
 our team, bringing money in as well as 
opening the door for our team to host opening the door for our team to host 
more events. We ended qualification 

matches leading the fourth seeded alliance
and picking Team 558, Elm City Robo Squad,
 and Team 155, the Technonuts, ultimately

 going out in semi finals to 195, the Cyberknights, 
who also won the Curie field at worlds. 
CCT Champs gave our students a lot of

hands-on experience, especially the marketing 
team who got to work with our local news
station to film. Our team had so much fun,
that by the end we were hoping we could

get to host it next year. 
This year’s Battlecry was just as eventful
as the rest, with theas the rest, with the Aluminum Falcons
ranking 37th and being picked by the
second seeded alliance. While the

competition played out as normal, at night,
our team was hard at work preparing our
annual Battlecry prank for team 195, the
Cyberknights. This year, our team filled
their pit with turtles of every kind, fromtheir pit with turtles of every kind, from
balloons, stuffed animals, blankets,

and even a turtle lamp. 
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Flying into Detroit the team 
was highly motivated to compete 
on behalf of two teammates 
(brothers) who were not able 
to attend after a bad car accident 
put them both in intensive care 
where they remained recovering where they remained recovering 
from serious injuries until the 
end of the school year.  In all 
17 students, 10 mentors and five 
parent chaperones made the trip.
This marked the initial year for 
Championships to be in Detroit

and team enjoyed the new experience.and team enjoyed the new experience.
World Championships started well 
with the team winning 8 of their 10 
qualification matches on the Tesla
field but the two losses were crucial
in that our alliance failed to gain 
any ranking points resulting in a 
drop from the top 10 to 20th positiondrop from the top 10 to 20th position
out of 67 teams.  The team was
picked onto the fifth ranked alliance
for the championship rounds and
competed fiercely with their partners
in the quarterfinals losing the best

out of three rubber-match by just three points.
Although FIRSAlthough FIRST Robotics Competition
season was officially over, upon

return to Groton the team hosted the
CT FIRST Championship at Fitch
High School on Saturday May 12.
In addition, two other off season

competition events in Massachusetts
and Indianapolis are in the works.and Indianapolis are in the works.

Some would say this team is in perpetual
motion but we are just living the dream!
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2168 @ indiana
robotics invitational

Any FRC competition event is a challenge and a team succeeds by using their skills and 
teamwork. This challenge is intensified at IRI, as the competition is selected from an 
abundance of applicants with performance differences. The Aluminum Falcons came to 
IRI with high hopes but no assurances and were quickly met with the harsh reality of a 
first match loss. The team did not lose hope and continued with determination but ended 
up ranking 48th out of 70. The team was hoping that their overall performances impacted 
one of the top 8 teams.one of the top 8 teams. After the 8 alliance captains picked their 1st round pick, the 
number 1 alliance captain, FRC 2056 OP Robotics from Ontario Canada, picked the 
Falcons as their 2nd pick. The 2nd partner on the alliance was none other than FRC195 
Cyber Knights from Southington CT, reigning New England and 2017 IRI champions. 

Elimination matches were hard fought but our alliance was effective in autonomous (pre 
programmed robot play) and tele-op and found themselves in the finals of the event. The 
finals were met with some challenges as the Falcons and Cyber Knights both had some 
mechanical problems and the first two of three matches were split. mechanical problems and the first two of three matches were split.  The final match was 

decided by just 3 points and resulted in an incredible win for our alliance.
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