
Our team loves building relationships with members of 
our community, specifically with members of the school 
whom we are continuously in contact with. Within the last 
month,Team 2168 visited the Groton Board of Education 
where two of our seniors were presented for awards for 
their achievement. Krystina Waters, a member of the pro-
gramming and mechanical teams, was awarded the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Foundation Scholarship. This will be paying 
for a large chunk of her tuition to her top school, Worcester 
Polytechnical Institute. Peter Dench, also a senior and mem-
ber of the programming team, was awarded the first place 
prize in the Connecticut Congressional App Contest, some-
thing he had been working towards throughout his high 
school career. After our students received their awards, the 
team had the opportunity to present to the Groton Board of 
Education, explaining what our team does and how we can 
use FIRST and STEM to impact our school community. At 
the end of our presentation, we were able to give our own 
superintendent an award from the team for the services he 
and the Board of Education have provided for our team. We 
hope to continue our work alongside the Groton Board of 
Education and see a prosperous relationship between the 
two of us in the future.

BOE Congratulates 
Robotics Students

The 2017 season just keeps rolling for the Alu-
minum Falcons. 2 weekends ago, the team went 
to an event out of the NE District to compete in 
the Mid Atlantic Region district event in Bridge-
water-Raritan (not to be confused with Bridgewa-
ter-Raynham MA where we competed last week. 
Incredibly, the team continued their success lead-
ing from start to finish as #1 team in qualification 
and captaining the winning alliance. It also assist-
ed team 752 with their efforts and 752 was re-
warded with their selection as part of the Falcon’s 
winning alliance. The Falcons also captured the 
Excellence in Engineering Award to cap off a very 
demanding, exciting and inspiring performance.

The team rolled in around 1 AM Sunday night 
and was back at the shop last night to unpack 
and start working on updates for the next coming 
weekend’s in-District event at Bryant University in 
Smithfield RI.  
 

Upcoming Events

Local Outreach Spreads 
Spirit of FIRST

NE CHAMPIONSHIP: APRIL 6-8

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP: APRIL 26-29

The Aluminum Falcons yet again em-
barked on another trip to spread the word 
of FIRST Robotics and STEM around the 
community. A select group of students and 
mentors went to Charles Barnum Elemen-
tary School, where a math night event co-
ordinated by Math Specialist Jaime Kane 
was being hosted. The team brought their 
robot from the 2016 Stronghold season 
and computers to allow the elementary 
students to get involved with the technolo-
gy used to program the team’s robot. The 
students seemed very interested in what 
the members of the team had to say. Not 
only were they interesting in seeing the 
robot work, they wanted to know how it 
worked, showing how math and science 
are needed to support the critical thinking 
skills required to be successful in today’s 
society. While the outreach event was suc-
cessful in encouraging STEM within the 
community, it encouraged the team at their 
competition later that week when all of the 
leftover cookies from the outreach were 
donated to the team by the school princi-
pal, Seth Danner, who we were thankful 
for inviting the team to participate in the 
event. Motivation can come in all different 
forms, whether it be through the happi-
ness the robot brings children, or the sugar 
rush of cookies!
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Our 2nd Banner 
Win in Bridgewater, 

NJ

The 2017 FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) season has almost turned into a fairy tale story for the Fitch high school robotics 
team the Aluminum Falcons FRC Team 2168 as they have now won 3 consecutive district qualification events. The fairy tale is 
not a mystery as it has taken bright minds, long hours of dedication by students and mentors and high level strategies to ac-

complish the feat.

This weekend’s competition at Bryant University in Smithfield RI started where 2168 left off in NJ, by ranking first in qualifica-
tions.  Team 2168 then picked the events host team for the third straight competition as their second alliance. This time FRC 78 

and a deserving rookie team FRC 6731 were selected as partners in the alliance.

The competition was as if 2168 had it scripted. They competed hard, won the event and set the competition high score of 500 
points in the semi-finals.  Despite the success, three straight weeks of competition has the team a little exhausted so the team 
gets a day off this week (Monday) before it heads back to the shop to further train and refine the robots systems and continue 

competition team practice.

The Aluminum Falcons head into the NE district championships in Durham NH on April 5-8 currently ranked 2nd in NE (out of 
194 teams) with great anticipation and potential.  The team would like to recognize their sponsors (Pfizer, DoDSTEM, Groton 

Utilities, Google, Groton Education Foundation, RD Manufacturing, Hubbell, NVidia, Hillery Company, J Steele Services, Applied 
Physical Sciences, Davis Standard, Mystic Womens Club, Constellation, and REDFIN), faculty advisor Brian Chidley, lead mentors 
Kevin Harrilal and Josh Miller, 13 additional mentors and numerous team parents that provide what is needed to enable the team 

to achieve so much.

3 BANNERS IN A ROW


