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On Friday, March 15th, a select group of 
Falcons drove down to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to compete out of district 
in FMA at the Springside Chestnut Hill 
competition. Team 2168 was welcomed 
into the City of Brotherly Love with open 
arms from everyone. Although, the team 
came to make new friends, we also came to make new friends, we also 
came to compete and compete we did. 
After the first day of qualification 
matches, the team was ranked 3rd with 
only three more matches to be played 
on Sunday. Unfortunately due to some 
tough opponents, 2168 fell to 4th but 
was selected to play in eliminations by was selected to play in eliminations by 
the second seeded alliance, captained 
by team 5404, the Gearaffes. On the 
way back around on the serpentine draft 
we were fortunate enough to steal 1495, 
The Red Devils. This alliance soared 
through eliminations, going undefeated 
and winning the event.and winning the event. Thanks to FMA 
for welcoming us and thanks to team 
1218, Vulcan Robotics, for hosting 
another great event!

southeast
mass

competition
On March 9th and 10, we attended 
our first competition of the 2019 
season, the NE District SE Mass 
Event at Bridgewater-Raynham 
High School in Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts. The competition 
got off to a bit of a rough start, but 
our drive team was able to pull our drive team was able to pull 
through and finished the 
qualification matches ranked third 
of 38 teams. We went into the 
playoffs allied with team 2523, 
Tech Storm, and our alliance 
captain, team 78, Air Strike. 
TTogether, we were able to take 
home a blue banner. As her first 
win as a full-time drive team 
operator, mechanical lead Aveline 
had a lot to say about this event. 
She was a little nervous going into 
the event, especially considering 
this yeathis year’s robot has the most 
complex controls of any robot 
we’ve built, but was reassured by 
the experienced drive team and 
got used to the controls after some 
practice.
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2168 rolled into the RI event on Friday March 22 
with considerable momentum and just a little 
fatigue as this was the third competition in three 
weeks. The competition was tough with the 
teams in attendance having the highest ranking 
point averages of the three events in NE on the 
weekend. We started off with some control 
issues, but once troubleshooting finished the issues, but once troubleshooting finished the 
robot and drive team rose to 1st seed and 
ultimately ended up as #2. The team was picked 
by 1st seed Air Strike FRC 78 and the alliance 
was completed with selection of team 4796 
Cyber Dragons (more about them later). This 
alliance overcame challenges through 
eliminations, and winning the event.eliminations, and winning the event. The 
Falcons also earned a Gracious Professionalism 
Award for supporting an under-resourced team 
in need of additional mentorship and some robot 
restructuring help. The efforts
were supported over the weekend by students 
and mentors alike and resulted in the team 
being able to meet robot/game rules and 
compete. By the way, the team supported 
wasnone other than our team alliance partner 
the Cyber Dragons! In addition, Mentor Kevin 
Brown was nominated for the Woodie Flowers 
Award for mentorship excellence.Award for mentorship excellence. The Falcons 
are currently ranked 3rd in the NE District (out of 
210 teams) and gearing up for NE Champs April 
11-13 at WPI.

This year, the students of Team 2168 nominated design and 
mechanical mentor Kevin Brown for the Woodie Flowers 
Award, and he was selected as a Finalist at the NE District 
Rhode Island Event. Kevin has been with the team for six 
years and has developed his mentoring skills as the team 
has grown. He brings a smile, aptitude and engaging 
approach to the exploration and development process used 
in the prototype phase of the robot build and helps the team in the prototype phase of the robot build and helps the team 
take that to the next level in CAD designs. Although 
mentoring can be a challenge and a lot to deal with, Kevin 
keeps it real and light hearted during very stressful times of 
the FIRST Robotics Competition endeavor and that helps 
the team stay grounded and focused on our mission. 
Thanks Kevin for helping us achieve our goals.


